

Risk Benefit Assessment for the following experience: Camp Fire

	To be read in conjunction with other related risk assessments & policies/procedures.
NB:  It is accepted that this risk benefit assessment is applicable to everyone attending outdoor learning

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Name of person compiling this risk benefit assessment: xx


	Please state the benefits to the children of offering this experience? 
There are many benefits to be gained from the age old experience of gathering around a fire, including the provision of warmth, togetherness and as a focal point, the gaining of knowledge about fire, the materials used, sustainability and safety around the fire, as a calming, meditative and spiritual experience, to give a sense of place and community, connecting to our culture and history as well as the wider world, as a way of engaging children in a hands on experience that delivers a thrill and excitement as well as a sense of achievement, a multisensory experience that engages all the senses and as such engages children irrespective of learning ability and background, the provision of hot food and drinks and the social connection the sharing of these items brings. The multiple benefits of using fire within outdoor learning far outweigh the risks that may arise once suitable control measures have been implemented.





	Probability Score:
1. <5% chance that it will occur – very unlikely
2. 25% chance that it will occur
3. 50% chance that it will occur
4. 75% chance that it will occur
5. >95% chance that it will occur – very likely
	Severity Score
1. Not serious – no first aid required
2. Minor Injury – requiring basic first aid
3. Injury – requiring non immediate professional medical attention
4. Serious injury/multiple injuries – requiring immediate medical attention
5. Major accident – multiple injuries or fatality

	Calculate the risk levels:
The rating is calculated from the probability multiplied by the severity which will give a rating between 1 & 25.
Our school will not be carrying out any activities deemed to have a revised rating of over 12 as they are deemed too dangerous even with control measures in place.


	Hazard
	Harm
	Risk Rating prior to control measures
(Probability x Severity = )
	Control measures to reduce the risk and actioned by whom?
	Revised  Risk Rating (Probability x Severity =  )

	Slip and trip hazards

	Major accident - 
Cuts, grazes, sprains and strains, broken bones, spinal injury, head injury, fall onto fire causing serious burns, death.
	5x5=25
	CT to check the fire area for hazards prior to fire lighting and remove from site and to maintain a visual check of area whilst in use.
Implement a no walk through zone around the fire, using a reminder word to help participants remember the rule.
All unnecessary equipment, bags etc, to be kept out of the fire circle.
Safety talk to all participants about the need to walk and behave safely around the fire.
Maintain a 2m distance between the fire pit and seating to increase space and visibility.


	2x5=10

	Flying embers/firewood spitting embers/smoke

	Major accident –
Burns, scalds, ignition of clothing or hair causing severe burns, smoke inhalation, eye injury, death.
	5x5=25
	Only use dry and well-seasoned wood with low moisture content on the fire.
Only light fire if wind strength is safe to do so, at the discretion of the member of staff trained in fir lighting. If wind strength and speed increases after fire is lit, extinguish if no longer safe due to flying embers.
Maintain a 2m distance between the fire pit and seating area.
Safety talk to all participants about how to respond safely to a spark or ember on clothes or skin.
Do not light fires in enclosed spaces without sufficient ventilation to prevent the inhalation of smoke.
Remind participants that they can move out of the way of smoke if need be.

	1x5=5

	Igniting the fire
	Major accident – 
Burns, scalds, ignition of clothing or hair causing severe burns, smoke inhalation, eye injury,
	3x5=15
	Staff trained in fire lighting to supervise the lighting of fires, using suitable fire lighting methods and materials.
No accelerants or flammable liquids to be used to light the fire or to be put on the fire once lit.
	1x5=5

	Extinguishing the fire

	Major accident – 
Burns, scalds, ignition of clothing or hair causing severe burns, smoke inhalation, eye injury.
	5x5=25
	Staff trained in fire lighting to consider wind direction and movement of smoke as fire is extinguished.
Sufficient water to be on site to extinguish the fire, recommended amount of 2 lots of 20litres for a 1m square fire pit.
Use a metal bucket and tongs to submerge large pieces of wood left unburnt in water until cool.
 Adult trained in fire lighting to be responsible for letting the fire die down towards the end of the session to reduce the size of the fire to be extinguished and  to be responsible for checking the fire is completely extinguished before leaving the site.
	1x5=5

	Fire pit/spread of fire/canopy catching light
	Major accident- 
Burns, scalds, ignition of clothing or hair causing severe burns, smoke inhalation, loss of habitats and threat to life.
	5x5=25
	Sitemanager/ Outdoor Learning Tutor to be responsible for the location of and the use of suitable materials to build the fire pit base if permanent. CT to check/maintain base before lighting a fire. 
The fire pit should not exceed 1m in diameter and should be on level ground.
Maintain a distance of 2m between the fire pit edge and seating area, with spaces left between seats.
CT to be responsible for checking the provision of relevant safety equipment and first aid equipment to extinguish fires and to treat related injuries, including a fire extinguisher and burns kit. CT responsible for communicating any use / damage to safety equipment or first aid supplies to the OLT.
OLT to be responsible for the maintenance and replacement of relevant safety equipment. 
OLT to be responsible for providing an emergency evacuation procedure. CT to be responsible for communicating it to all participants, including an emergency signal system.
OLT to be responsible for creating an emergency location document to facilitate the location and access by the emergency services and to communicate its location and use to all participants.
The school will be responsible for making sure there is a way of communicating with the school and/or emergency services, such as a working mobile phone.
CT to ensure a lit fire is not left unsupervised.








	1x5=5

	Hazard
	Harm
	Risk Rating prior to control measures
(Probability x Severity = )
	Control measures to reduce the risk and actioned by whom?
	Revised 
Risk Rating (Probability x Severity =  )

	Flames/clothing/footwear/
hair products

	Major accident-
Burns, scalds, ignition of clothing or hair causing severe burns, smoke inhalation, eye injury, death
	5x5=25
	Do not build a fire bigger than needed for its intended use.
If wind strength or speed increases and creates dangerous flame direction the fire will be extinguished, at the discretion of the CT.
Use of and access to the fire pit area may be restricted during windy weather if deemed unsafe by the CT.
Safety talk and demonstration by the CT to show how to approach and be safe when using the fire.
High adult:child ratio when approaching the fire, 1 adult to a maximum of 4 children around the fire at any given time.
Suitable clothing and footwear to be worn when around the fire, non-flammable materials, with no loose or dangling parts.
No necklaces or bracelets, or any other dangling jewellery, to be worn around the fire.
No hairspray or hair gels to be used around the fire pit area, any participant with excessive hair product on their hair may be excluded from the fire pit area at the discretion of the CT.

	2x5=10

	Behaviour
	Major accident-
Cuts, grazes, sprains and strains, broken bones, spinal injury, head injury, fall onto fire causing serious burns, death.
	5x5=25
	Safety talk and reminders of behavourial expectations from all participants when around the fire area.
CT and other teaching staff to maintain behaviour and supervise children in the fire pit area.
A verbal warning and reminders of expectations and reasons why will be given if unsafe behaviour is witnessed.
Continued unsafe behaviour may result in exclusion from the fire pit area until such time as the participant is able to behave in a safe manner, at the discretion of the CT and teaching staff.
	2x5=10

	Fuel choice/toxic smoke or fumes

	Major accident – 
Choking, eye irritation, smoke inhalation, poisoning, asthma attack, long term health problems, death.
	5x5=25
	CT to ensure only non-toxic fuel types are burnt on the fire, such as dry, well-seasoned non-toxic wood. 
Toxic wood, such as Yew or Rhododendron, should not be burnt.
Any other materials, such as plastic that could give off toxic fumes should not be burnt. If in doubt don’t burn it!
Painted wood should not be burnt.
Accelerants such as petrol and lighter fluid should not be used to light fires.
Cooking utensils used on the fire should not contain any plastic parts, such as handles.
Plastic utensils should not be used when cooking over the fire.
	1x5=5

	
Any further information which needs to be noted:
 CT refers to class teacher which can include the OLT (outdoor learning tutor). Fire lighting will be supervised by staff who have received relevant training in safe fire lighting, usage and extinguishing techniques. 


Please note – Repton Manor Primary School operate under a dynamic risk assessing process which is the continuous process of identifying hazards, assessing risk, taking action to eliminate or reduce risk, monitoring and reviewing, in the rapidly changing environment of the natural world






	Signed:

	Position:
	Date:


This assessment is reviewed annually unless accident/incident occurs requiring immediate review.



